


 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-21-13 

 

An Ordinance Amending Certain Sections of Chapter 43, Offenses 

Against Public Peace, Safety, and Morals, of the Johnsburg Municipal Code 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Johnsburg, 

McHenry County, Illinois, as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That Chapter 43.05 Firearms be amended as follows: 

 

43.05  FIREARMS. 

 

A.  Except as provided herein, the discharge of any firearm or hunting in the Village is 

prohibited: 

 

1.   For purposes of this Section 43.05, the term “slug” is a solid projectile including but not 

limited to a bullet. 

 

2. No person shall discharge any firearms within the Village. In addition to those firearms 

defined by the Illinois Compiled Statutes, for purposes of this section, firearms shall 

include pump air rifles, potato guns, CO2 pellet guns and any other device capable of 

discharging a projectile if used with intent to inflict harm to person or property or to 

assault or threaten harm to a person or property or when used in a reckless manner. It 

shall be unlawful to discharge any firearm or airgun, BB gun, or any toy gun, projecting 

lead or any missiles except in a regularly established shooting gallery within the Village 

of Johnsburg, provided that this section shall not be construed to prohibit any officer of 

the law from discharging a firearm in the performance of his/her duty, nor to any citizen 

from discharging a firearm when lawfully defending person or property. 

 

 

2.  Hunting and target or skeet shooting is permitted in the Village only when permission has 

been granted by the property owner on whose land such activity occurs.  Such hunting 

and shooting is limited to land that is zoned A-1 or A-2 Agricultural District from sunrise 

to sunset.  It shall also be unlawful under this ordinance for any person to discharge any 

firearm for any purposes within 300 yards of a school, park, place of gathering, 

commercial district or an inhabited dwelling without first obtaining written permission 

from the owner andor tenant of such adjacent properties dwelling pursuant to 520 ILCS 

5/2.33(u). 

 

3.  Shotgun ammunition which discharges 21 projectiles or less in a single discharge, 

including all types of slugs, is prohibited in the Village, except when used for hunting 

purposes. 

 

4.  This Section shall not apply to: 

 



 

 

a.  Peace officers in the line of duty; 

b.  Any citizen discharging a firearm when lawfully defending person or property; 

c.  The discharge of starter pistols at sporting events; 

d.  The discharge of nail guns or other devices used by contractors in the performance of 

a construction project; 

e.  The discharge of firearms in military and funeral ceremonies; 

f.  Animal training devices used by animal trainers; 

g.  Thunder cannons and devices used to disperse animals and birds; and 

h.  Weapons that fire only non-projectile charges and pellets. 

B. Discharge of bows and arrows and crossbows prohibited within the Village limits of 

Johnsburg, Illinois;  

(1) Definitions: 

Bow and arrows shall mean a bow and arrow combination that requires completely manual 

operation without any means to cock the weapon. This definition excludes bow and arrow 

combinations considered as toys and intended to release arrows incapable of penetrating a 

target or other surface. 

Crossbow shall mean a traditional crossbow utilizing a mechanism wherein the weapon 

can be cocked and left in a stable state until it is subsequently released or fired at a later 

time via a trigger mechanism. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person within the Village Limits to discharge any bow and 

arrow or crossbow unless that person complies with the following regulations and in 

either subsections 41-6 (C) or 41-6(D). 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any type of bow and arrow or 

crossbow within Johnsburg Village Limits in a manner that endangers persons or 

property. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any type of bow and arrow 

or crossbow in such a manner that causes, or reasonably could cause, the arrow 

or bolt to land on any property other than the property on which the arrow or 

bolt was discharged, unless written permission is granted by the impacted 

property owner(s) and where the target and shooter are at least one hundred 

(100) yards from the nearest habitable dwelling.  

(c) It shall be unlawful to use and/or discharge any type of bow and arrow or 

crossbow on public property unless authorized by the Johnsburg Village Board. 

(3) The use of any type of bow and the discharge of target arrows is permitted within 

Johnsburg Village Limits for the purpose of target shooting. Any person who 



 

 

participates in target shooting pursuant to this subsection shall abide by subsection 

43.05.01(B) and the following rules: 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person fifteen (15) years of age or younger to 

participate in target shooting unless under the direct supervision and control of a 

parent or legal guardian. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person who participates in target shooting pursuant 

to this subsection to discharge a broad-head or any type of hunting arrow. 

(4) The use of longbow, re-curve and/or compound bows, or crossbows, and the discharge 

of broad-head or other hunting arrows or bolts is permitted within Johnsburg Village 

Limits for the purpose of taking game as regulated by the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources and with the written permission of the property owner. Hunting 

using bows and arrows or crossbows shall be limited to land that is zoned A-1 or A-

2 Agricultural District from sunrise to sunset pursuant to Chapter 22.10A1 thru 

10A.2, Zoning, and subject to the provisions of subsection 43.05.01(B).  

 

C.  Any violation of this Section may be settled and compromised by the offender by payment to 

the Village the sum of money stated for a Class D violation in Section 1.07-E of this Code. 

 

SECTION 2:  That Chapter 43.06 Weapons be amended as follows: 

 

43.06 WEAPONS.   
 

A.  A person who is not a Village officer, shall not carry about his person any concealed 

pistol, or firearms, switchblade, or knife with a blade three inches or longer, razor, 

slingshot, metal knuckles or any other weapon or thing of deadly character unless 

authorized by law 

B.  No person shall sell, give or transfer any such weapon to any minor person under the age 

of 21 unless authorized by law 

 

A. Unless authorized by law, no person shall wear under his/her clothing, or conceal about 

his/her person, or display in a threatening-like manner, any dangerous or deadly weapon 

including, but not limited to, any pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, sling shot, knuckles, any 

bowie or similar knife, or any knife with a switchblade or device whereby the blade or 

blades can be opened by a button, pressure on the handle or other mechanical contrivance. 

B. No person shall sell, give or transfer any such weapon or firearm to any minor person 

under the age of 18 unless authorized by law and No person shall sell, give or transfer any 

such handgun or pistol to any minor person under the age of 21 unless authorized by law. 

 

C.  Any offense arising under this Section 43.06, may be settled and compromised by the 

offender by payment to the Village the sum - $750.00. 

 








