


The residents on Sunnyside Beach Drive have been contemplating the improvement of their 

private road for many years. In 2021 they decided to move forward with the project and worked 

with the Village to establish a Special Service Area (SSA) so that the Village could pursue bonds 

on their behalf to fund the project. In turn, the residents pay down the debt through an added 

assessment on their property tax bill. The project got underway last year and is now substantially 

complete. In the spring, contractors will address any outstanding punch list items and perform 

landscape restoration after which, the road will be turned over to the Village for future 

maintenance. The Village has utilized SSA’s for nearly 30 years to enable residents to finance 

the cost of major infrastructure improvements such as private road upgrades and sewer 

extensions into neighborhoods. In doing so, residents benefit from low interest bonds secured by 

the Village. If you live on a private road and want to upgrade the road so that the Village will 

take over maintenance, or your neighborhood is in proximity to the Village’s sewer system and 

wish to connect, contact Village Administrator Claudett Sofiakis for more information on how 

SSA’s may be able to help you and your neighbors.  

 

Each year the Village pursues a road program to patch and resurface roads. Roads are inspected 

and ranked each year to insure that maintenance improvements are pursued in a timely manner. 

Last year the Village resurfaced nearly 3 miles of road including Weingart Road, Carol Court, 

Francis Avenue, Rolling Lane, Grand Ridge Court, Lower Pitzen and Bald Knob Road at a cost 

of $753,560. In association with the program, several culverts were in need of replacement. The 

work was performed in house saving the Village more than $100,000. Additionally, our public 

works crew completed 32 road patches to help extend the life of our roadways. 

 

Progress was made last year on the Dutch Creek Aquatic Restoration Project. The Village has 

been working to secure funding to clean up and restore the Dutch Creek Bay through the Army 

Corp of Engineers since 2013. Last year, the project received a Federal Interest Determination 

qualifying it for federal funding. We will be working closely with the Army Corp in 2024 to 

move this important project forward.  

 

Two exciting new housing developments were approved in 2023. General Capital Group will 

soon begin construction on a townhome development at the intersection of Johnsburg Road and 

Route 31. The development consists of 49 townhome rental units marketed towards working 

families. Additionally, Redwood Apartments received approval for a ranch housing development 

in the downtown area behind Valmar Center. The development consists of 110 ranch rental 

homes marketed towards empty nesters. Both of these developments provide a home product not 

currently available in Johnsburg. They will also help to encourage business development and 

expand our sewer and water infrastructure. Additionally, the Redwood development will help 

fund a water tower in our downtown which has been a high priority for many years.  

 

In 2023 we experienced several changes in personnel at the Village. We welcomed Cindy Koch 

as our new administrative assistance/collector and David Bartik as our new part-time building 

plan reviewer and inspector. We also welcomed Omar Morales and Mark Wenrich as full-time 

police officers and Taylor Riggs as a part-time police officers. In turn, we bid sad farewell to 

Chief Keith VonAllmen upon his retirement in October as we swore in Jason Greenwald as the 

Village’s new Chief of Police. Police Officer Jennifer Jones also retired in September but will 



 

remain with the Village as a part-time community service officer handling the Village’s safe-

sitter and CPR/AED training.   

 

Looking ahead, 2024 promises to be another busy and productive year. Several infrastructure 

projects will be underway including the sewer extension under the river and the long awaited 

Riverside Drive improvement project. We will also be finalizing engineering and bonding for the 

downtown water tower project and forging ahead with additional non-highway vehicle paths 

improvements.  Thanks to a donation from the Johnsburg Lions Club, a shelter will be 

constructed at Lions Park on Hickory Way Drive and aerators will be installed in the pond. 

 

Marketing advancements will be underway in 2024 which will likely include a new website 

design for the Village. Additionally, discussions are ongoing with several business interests that 

hope to make Johnsburg their new home.  

 

In the new year we hope to see the return of some family fun events that took off in 2023 

including the Markets at Remington Farm farmers market and the Wednesday night food truck 

event.  

 

The Village experienced a great year in 2023 and we have much for which to be grateful. Despite 

challenges that arise, we will overcome and learn from those challenges, helping to strengthen 

our community. Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Village President. I look forward to 

seeing you in the New Year!  

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Edwin P. Hettermann 

Village President  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


