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CHAPTER 10 

SOLICITORS 
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1.   DEFINITIONS 

 

 A.   Peddling: The selling, bartering or exchanging or the offering for sale, barter or exchange of 

any tangible personal property upon or along the streets, highways or public places of the Village 

or from house to house, whether at one place or from place to place, from any wagon, truck, 

pushcart or other vehicle or from movable receptacles of any kind, but shall not include the de-

livery of any item previously ordered or the sale of items along delivery routes where the pur-

chaser has previously requested the seller to stop and exhibit his items. Nor shall peddle be taken 

to include the solicitation of orders by sample where the goods are not delivered at the time the 

order is taken. 

 

 B.   Person: Any natural individual, firm, partnership, trust, estate, club, association or corpora-

tion. As applied to partnerships or associations the word includes the partners or members there-

of; as applied to corporations it includes the officers, agents or employees thereof who are re-

sponsible for the act referred to. The singular includes the plural, and the plural includes the sin-

gular. The masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

 

 C.   Soliciting: Any one or more of the following activities: 

 

  1.   Seeking to obtain orders for the purchase of goods, wares, merchandise, 

food stuffs, services of any kind, character or description whatever, for any 

kind of consideration or, 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          2.  .. Seeking to obtain prospective customers for application of purchase  

                              of insurance of any type, kind or character or                                                                                                                            
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  3.   Seeking to obtain subscriptions to books, magazines, periodicals, 

newspapers and every other type or kind of publication; or 

  

                            4.   Seeking to obtain contributions of any type of kind. 

 

 

2.   CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION 

 

Every person engaging in the business of peddling or commercial soliciting is hereby required to 

make written application for a Certificate of Registration and pay a registration fee as hereinafter 

provided. Except as otherwise provided in the ordinances of the Village, itinerant vending shall 

be prohibited.  

 

3.   REGISTRATION FEE 

 

A.  A registration fee of $25 shall be charged to every person who is granted a license by         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        the Chief of Police and shall be paid prior to the issuance of said license. 

 

             B. The following persons are exempted from paying the registration fee: 

 

1. Scouting Organizations 

 

2. Children’s Sports Organizations 

 

3. Children’s Solicitation for Supporting School Activities 

 

4. Religious Organizations 

 

5. Political Organizations 

 

6. Service Organizations 

 

7. Non-profit Organizations 

 

4.   APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION 

 

A.   Application for a Certificate of Registration shall be made upon a form provided by 

the Chief of Police and filed with the Chief of Police 45 days prior to the date requested for issu-

ance of a certificate. The applicant shall truthfully state in full the following information on the 

application: 

 

1. Name and address of present place of residence and length of residence at 

such address; also business address if other than residence address; also 

social security number; 
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2. Address of place of residence during the past 3 years if other than present 

address; 

 

3. Date of birth of applicant and valid driver’s license number and issuing 

state or a state identification card. 

 

4. Physical description of the applicant; 

 

5. Name and address of the person, firm or corporation or association whom 

the applicant is employed by or represents; and the length of time of such 

employment or representation; 

 

6. Name and address of employer during the past 3 years if other than the 

present employer; 

 

7. Description sufficient for identification of the subject matter of the solicit-

ing which the applicant will engage in; 

 

8. Period of time for which the certificate is applied for; not to exceed ninety 

(90) days. 

 

9. The date, or approximate date, of the latest previous application for a cer-

tificate under this Chapter, if any; 

 

10. Whether a Certificate of Registration issued to the applicant under this 

Chapter has ever been revoked; 

 

11. Whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a violation of this Chap-

ter, or the ordinance of any other Illinois municipality regulating soliciting; 

 

12. Whether the applicant has ever been convicted of the commission of a fel-

ony under the laws of the State of Illinois or any other state or federal law 

of the United States; and 

 

13. Such additional information as the Chief of Police may deem necessary to 

process the application. 

 

B.   All statements made by the applicant upon the application or in connection therewith 

shall be under oath. 

 

C.   The Chief of Police shall keep in his office an accurate record of every application re-

ceived and acted upon, together with all other information and data pertaining thereto and all cer-

tificates of registration issued under this Chapter and of the denial of applications. Applications 

for certificates shall be numbered in consecutive order as filed, and every certificate issued and 
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any renewal shall be identified with the duplicate number of the application upon which it was 

issued. 

D.   No Certificate of Registration shall be issued to any person who has been convicted of 

the commission of a felony under the laws of the State or any other state or federal law of the 

United States, within 5 years of the date of the application; nor to any person who has been con-

victed of a violation of this Chapter; nor to any person whose Certificate of Registration issued 

hereunder has previously been revoked as herein provided. 

 

5.   ISSUANCE AND REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATE 

 

A.  The Chief of Police, after consideration of the application and all information obtained 

relative thereof, shall deny the application if the applicant does not possess the qualifications for 

such certificate, and if the issuance of a certificate of registration to the applicant would not be in 

accord with the intent and purpose of this chapter. Endorsement of the denial shall be made by 

the Chief of Police upon the application. When the applicant is found to be fully qualified, and 

has paid the license fee or the license fee has been waived by the Village Board, the certificate of 

registration shall be issued forthwith. The certificate of registration shall state the expiration date 

thereof. 

 

B.  Any certificate of registration issued shall be revoked by the Chief of Police if the 

holder of the certificate is convicted of a violation of this chapter, or has made a false material 

statement in the application or otherwise becomes disqualified for the issuance of a certificate of 

registration. Immediately upon such revocation written notice thereof shall be given by the Chief 

of Police to the holder of the certificate in person or by certified U.S. mail addressed to his resi-

dence address set forth in the application. Immediately upon the giving of such notice the certifi-

cate of registration shall become null and void. 

 

C. It shall be the duty of every solicitor and peddler to prominently wear a “badge” identi-

fying the individual(s) as a solicitor. The “badge” shall be handed out by the Village Hall only 

upon the issuance of a certificate by the Chief of Police.  

 

6.   VILLAGE POLICY ON SOLICITING 

 

It is the policy of the Village that the occupants of the residences in this Village shall make the 

determination of whether solicitors shall be, or shall not be, invited to their respective residences. 

 

7.   NOTICE REGULATING ALL SOLICITING AND PEDDLING 

 

Every person desiring to secure the protection intended to be provided by the regulations pertain-

ing to soliciting contained in this Chapter shall comply with the following directions: 

 

If an occupant of a residence wishes to refuse solicitation the refusal shall be given in the follow-

ing manner: 
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A weatherproof card, approximately 3 inches by 4 inches in size, shall be exhibited upon or near 

the main entrance door to the residence, indicating the determination by the occupant containing 

the applicable words, as follows: 

 

 

 

 

“NO SOLICITORS INVITED” 

 

The letters shall be at least one-third inch in height. For the purpose of uniformity, the cards shall 

be provided by the Clerk’s office to persons requesting, at the cost thereof. 

 

Such card so exhibited shall constitute sufficient notice to any solicitor of the determination by 

the occupant of the residence of the information contained thereon. 

 

8.   UNINVITED SOLICITING 

 

It is unlawful and shall constitute the petty offense of nuisance for any person to go upon any 

premises and ring the door bell upon or near any door, or create any sound in any other manner 

calculated to attract the attention of the occupant of such residence, for the purpose of securing 

an audience with the occupant and engage in soliciting in defiance of the notice exhibited at the 

residence in accordance with the provisions of Section 7. 

 

9.   DUTY OF ALL SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS 

 

A.  It shall be the duty of every solicitor and peddler upon going onto any premises in the 

Village upon which a residence is located to first examine the notice provided for in Section §8, 

if any is attached, and be governed by the statement contained in the notice. If the notice states 

“No Solicitors Invited” then the solicitor or peddler, whether registered or not, shall immediately 

and peacefully depart from the premises. 

 

B.  Any solicitor or peddler who has gained entrance to any residence, whether invited or 

not, shall immediately and peacefully depart from the premises when requested to do so by the 

occupant. 

 

C.  No person who engages in solicitation or peddling shall use any plan, scheme or ruse 

or make any statement which indicates or implies that the purpose of such person’s solicitation is 

other than to obtain orders or to make sales of good or services. 

 

D.  No person who engages in solicitation or peddling shall misrepresent the rights of a 

buyer to rescind or cancel a sale under the provisions of applicable law. 

 

E.  It shall be the duty of every solicitor and peddler to carry evidence of compliance with 

this Chapter as provided by the Village. Said evidence of compliance shall contain the name of 
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the solicitor, the name of the organization represented by the solicitor and the dates of solicita-

tion, and shall be displayed by the solicitor or peddler to all persons being solicited. 

 

10.   TIME LIMIT ON SOLICITING 

 

It is unlawful and shall constitute the petty offense of nuisance for any person whether registered 

under this Chapter or not, to go upon any premises and ring the door bell upon or near any door 

of a residence located thereon, or rap or knock upon any door, or create any sound in any other 

manner calculated to attract the attention of the occupant of such residence for the purpose of se-

curing an audience with the occupant and engage in soliciting prior to 9:00 a.m. or after 8 p.m. 

on any week day or after 6:00 p.m. on Saturday or at any time on a Sunday or on a state or na-

tional holiday. 

 

11.   PEDDLING 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to peddle on or along the streets of the Village limits. 

 

12.   HIGHWAY SOLICITATION 

 

A.  No person shall stand on a highway within the Village for the purpose of soliciting 

contributions from the occupant of any vehicle without a permit from the Village. 

 

B.  A permit shall not be issued unless the solicitation will take place in previously desig-

nated locations that have been determined by the Village to be safe for solicitations and safe for 

motorists; where there will not be interference with the orderly flow of traffic; and where there 

will not be interference with the operation of official traffic control devices and as otherwise pro-

vided by state statute. 

 

C.  Provided that the requirements of Section 12(B) are satisfied, permits may be issued to 

a soliciting agency that: 

 

1. is registered with the Attorney General as a charitable organization as pro-

vided by 225 ILCS 460/1 et seq., Solicitation for Charity Act; 

 

2. is engaged in a statewide fund raising activity; and 

 

3. liable for any injuries to any person or property during the solicitation 

which is causally related to an act of ordinance negligence of the soliciting 

agent. 

 

D.  Members of a permitted agency who engage in soliciting shall be 16 years of age or 

more and shall be wearing a high visibility vest. 
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E.  The Chief of Police or his designee shall review all soliciting applications and shall, 

within 30 days from the date of application, accept or reject the application. If an application is 

accepted soliciting shall only be permitted on the requested date(s). 

 

13.   LAW ENFORCEMENT SOLICITATION 

 

A.  A person may not solicit property, including cash or monetary funds, from the general 

public when the property or any part of that property in any way tangibly benefits, is intended to 

tangibly benefit or is represented to be for the tangible benefit of any law enforcement officer, 

law enforcement agency or law enforcement association. 

B. For purposes of this Section, a solicitation tangibly benefits a law enforcement agency, 

officer or association if the proceeds or any portion thereof of that solicitation are used, repre-

sented to be used or intended to be used to support a law enforcement program or purpose which 

a law enforcement agency or association otherwise would have to fund through its own budget-

ing mechanism. 

 

C.  Exceptions: This Section shall not apply to solicitations: 

 

1. By or on behalf of law enforcement officers campaigning for election to 

public office; or 

 

2. Solicitations for charitable purposes unrelated to law enforcement activi-

ties; or 

 

3. Solicitations for programs that benefit the general welfare of the communi-

ty, and are sanctioned by the Chief of Police, and 100 percent of the pro-

ceeds collected are devoted to that beneficial program. 

 

10.01 SETTLEMENT OF OFFENSES.  Any offense arising under this Chapter 10, for which a 

specific penalty is not stated may be settled and compromised by the offender by payment to the 

Village the sum of money stated for a Class B violation in Chapter 1.07-E. 

 

 


